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NOTICE OF MEETING
GOVERNANCE & AUDIT & STANDARDS COMMITTEE

FRIDAY, 24 JULY 2020 AT 2.00 PM

VIRTUAL MEETING - REMOTE

Telephone enquiries to 023 9283 4058
Email: Vicki.plytas@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

Membership

Councillor Leo Madden (Chair)
Councillor Simon Bosher (Vice-Chair)
Councillor Chris Attwell
Councillor John Ferrett
Councillor Judith Smyth
Councillor Neill Young

Standing Deputies

Councillor Matthew Atkins
Councillor Ben Dowling
Councillor Graham Heaney
Councillor Donna Jones
Councillor Terry Norton

(NB This Agenda should be retained for future reference with the minutes of this meeting.)

Please note that the agenda, minutes and non-exempt reports are available to view online on 
the Portsmouth City Council website:  www.portsmouth.gov.uk

Deputations
A written deputation stating to which agenda item it refers must be received by the officer named 
at the top of the agenda by 12 noon two working days preceding the meeting.
Any written deputation received by email will be sent to the Members on the relevant decision 
making body and be referred to and read out at the meeting within permitted time limits.

A G E N D A



2

1  Apologies for Absence 

2  Declarations of Members' Interests 

3  Minutes of the meeting held on 3 March 2020 (Pages 5 - 16)

RECOMMENDED that the minutes of the meeting held on 3 March 2020 
be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record.

4  Financial Impact of Covid 19 Pandemic (Pages 17 - 28)

The report is brought to this committee for information only.

The purpose is to: 

 Describe the overall forecast financial impact of the Covid -19 
pandemic in 2020/21 

 Explain the extent of the financial support that has been provided by 
the Council in response to the pandemic and the approach taken 

 As a consequence of the Covid-19 pandemic, evaluate the financial 
resilience of the Council and its exposure to the prospect of the S.151 
Officer issuing a Section 114 Notice 

 Propose a financial strategy to Cabinet to remain within the Budget 
parameters approved by the City Council in February 2020 

The report is for noting. 

5  Draft Annual Governance Statement (Pages 29 - 50)

The purpose of the report is to seek approval from the Governance and Audit 
and Standards Committee for the council's draft Annual Governance 
Statement (AGS) for 2019/20. 

RECOMMENDED that the Governance and Audit and Standards 
Committee are asked to agree the Annual Governance Statement 2019/20 
(Appendix 1).

6  External audit 2019 to 20 Audit Planning report update (Pages 51 - 64)

External Audit update report for information only.

7  Summary of Procurement Compliance Figures/Covid 19 impact - 
information report. (Pages 65 - 74)
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The purpose of the report is to provide evidence to allow the committee to 
evaluate the extent that Portsmouth City Council is producing contracts for 
goods, works and services in a legally compliant value for money basis.

The report is for information only.

8  Audit Plan 2020/21 - Updates/changes as a result of COVID-19. (Pages 75 
- 86)

This report is to update the Governance and Audit and Standards Committee 
on the revised Internal Audit Plan for 2020/21. 

In addition, the report notes how internal audit will conduct post COVID-19 
assurance work which will influence both the Annual Audit Opinion 2020/21 
and the Annual Governance Statement 2019/20 & 2020/21.
.  

RECOMMENDED that Members note the changes to the Audit Plan 
2020/21. 

9  Audit Performance Status Report to 30th June 2020 & Annual Audit 
Opinion 2019/20. (Pages 87 - 136)

Purpose
(1) This report is to update the Governance and Audit and Standards 

Committee on the Internal Audit Performance for 2019/20 to 30th June 
2020 against the Annual Audit Plan, highlight areas of concern and areas 
where assurance can be given on the internal control framework. 

(2) In addition to this the Annual Opinion on the effectiveness of the 
Internal Control Environment is provided in the attached Appendix B. 
This opinion feeds into the Annual Governance Statement and is a 
requirement of the Local Government Act 1999 and the Public Sector 
Internal Audit Standards.

RECOMMENDED that Members 

(1) Note the Audit Performance for 2019/20 to 30th June 2020.
(2) Note the highlighted areas of concern in relation to audits 

completed from the 2019/20 Audit Plan, including follow up work 
performed.

(3) Note the Annual Audit Report and Opinion for 2019/20.

10  Criminal Finance Act 2017 - Tax Evasion Policy -  information report 
(Pages 137 - 148)

The purpose of the report is to inform members of the requirements placed 
upon the council in relation to the legislation as set out in the Criminal Finance 
Act 2017 with regards to Tax Evasion. 



4

The report is for information.

This meeting is webcast (videoed), viewable via the Council's livestream account at 
https://livestream.com/accounts/14063785 

https://livestream.com/accounts/14063785
https://livestream.com/accounts/14063785

